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Dear 8ivr:

garrying out the
1edtive I_Qm‘

,n

"It is wy opintion, and I have se advised the
Commissionsrs Court, t upder the laws of this
State, ths Ceurt has no authority to make payments
out of County Funis t0 thoe members of the losal
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draf't board, for services rendered in carry-
iry out the tarms of the -elaective Zervice Act,”

s aot authorizing the orastion of ons or more

- looal %o=rds in eeoh souaty or poliitiecal sulidivision corres-
pondlng thereto of each stats, territory, und the Distriet of
columbie 13 oited as the "Seleotive Training and Service Act
of 1940", Sestion LC of this act trovides in part:

*Se0. 10s (A) The Preszident 1s authorized -

"L} To presoribs the segessary rules end regu-
lations to carry dut the provisions of this act;

*(2) To oreate and establish a seleotive par-
vice system, and shall provide for the olassiflce~
tion of registrants and of persons who voluntser for
industion under this aet on the bdasis of availe
ability for training end service, and shsll sstad-
1ish within the Belsetive service system oivilian
local boards and such other civilisn agencies, in-
cludiug appeal boards and agencies of appeal, as
:a be %eeesaary to earry out the provisions of

AE G0,

"Thare shall be orested one or niore local
boaxdis in eanch county or politieal subdivimion
corregpoading thereto of eech state, territory,
and the Pistrict of Columbdia, |

"Esch looal Loard shall oonsist of three or
mors membars to be appointed by tha President,
froa resommendations wede by the respective
40Versors or comparadle executive offioclals.

-*Ko xezber of any such local doard shall be

& member of the land or naval forces of the United
ctetos, but sach member of eny such leeczl doard

. shall bo & oivilian who 1e & e¢itizen of the
Jrited States residing in the county or politiesl
gabdivialon corrssvonding therete in which such
local board has jJjurisdiction ander rules and
rogulsticrs preserided by the President, Such
loczl boards, under rules &ud reguletlions pre-
scribed by the Premident, shell have power within
thelr respective jurigdictlions to hear and deter-~
ming, subject to the right of s&ppeal to the eppeal
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boards herein authorized, all guestions or
elaims with respect to 1nelusion for, or ex=
enption or deferment from, training and ser-
vice under this ast of eli individuals within
the Jurisdiction of such loocal boards,

*The deciaions of sueh local boerds shall
be final except where an appeal is authorized
in ecoordances with such rules and regulations
ags tho Prealdent may prescribe. Appeal boerds
and agencies of appeal wlthin the seleetive
aervioe_sgsten shall be somposed of civilians
who are citizens of the United States,

*No person who is an officer, member,
agsnt, or employss of the seslootive servioce
system, or of any such lecal or appeal boaxd
or other agensy, shall be ex¢gpted from regis-
tration, or deferred from ¢ reining and servics,
au'provlded for in this aot, by reason of his
status as suoch officer, menber, agant or em-
ployee. ‘

".lOQ

*{4) To utilize the servioes of any or all
departmesnts and apy and all officers or agents
of the United 3tates and to acoept the services
of all officers and agnntn of the mseveral states,
territories, and the Vistrict of Columbia and
subdivisions thereof irn the execution of this
acti :

"'..0

*{C) In the administration of this aot
voluntary services may be acoepted, Correspon=-
dence necessary in the exeeution of this act
may be carried in official penzlty envelopes,

" A
* 8 & e

It i3 well established in this Stete that: *“Jomumis-
sioners' Courts zre courts of limlted jurisdietion, in that
their authority extends only to matters pertalning to the
general welfars of the respective counties apnd that their
powers mre only those expressly or impliedly conferred upon
them by law, that is u:I the Constitution end statutes of this
ftate.” {Ses Texas 5 gprudepcs, Vol, 11, p, 884 anf the au=
thoritied cited thereunder,) ' :
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The authority of the Commissionera' Court as the
. governing body of the eounty to make contracts in its behalf
' fl-ntrietly 1imited to that eoaferred eilther expressly or
by fair or negessary implication by the Comstitution and
jaws of this State, If the Commissioners' Court zcts with-
out authority in meking a aantraot‘ the county iz not dound
by its sctlions. The Comnmissiopers’ Court must have suthority
of law for its contraets, and, if the authority has been

VYeR, a4 renssnablae eans%ruetionAuf.it will be given to

.rruei its purpose. (Ses Texas Jurisprudencs, Vol, 11, p. 832,
end authorities cited therein,) '

We think that it is s8lear that the ndgbqnl of the
verious local doards hold their positions by viYtue of the
above mentionsd Heleotive Treining and dervics Ast of 1940,
and that the Commisaioners® Courts of the verious counties
are not authorized either expressly or by imploation to make
say payzents out of county funds to asmber of the variocus
' looal Bcards. Thersfore, it is the oplaloa of this depart-

" ment .that the above stated question should be answared in

ths nagative, cnd it is so answered. ' '

We thank you for the brief submitted with your ine

< QuiETe

- Trusting that the foregolng full& answers your in-
quiry, ve are S : - o

YTours vory truly
ATTORUEY CERERAL CF TEXAS
APPROVED AUS 9,

L4 B,
FIRST ASSISTANT Ardell Williams
ATTORNEY GENERAYL ' Assistant
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